
Clendinning Creek 
 
Vitals 
 
Locale: Squamish Valley, British Columbia 
 
What It's Like: Quality 2 day boulder run with very continuous whitewater and stunning scenery. 
 
Class: IV-IV+ at 80 cms and under 
           IV-V at 150 cms 
           V at 200 cms and up 
 
Scouting/Portaging: Easy to moderate - everything can be walked. 
 
Level: Online gauge: http://wateroffice.ec.gc.ca/report/report_e.html?type=realTime&stn=08GA071 Elaho River - the 
Clendinning is a major tributary of the Elaho. 
 
Time:  2 days. 
 
When To Go: Late August through September. 
 
Info From: 3 trips, 2007, 2010 and 2013. 
 
Other Beta:  None. 
 
 
Description 
 
The Clendinning is one of the premiere overnight kayaking trips in Squamish-Whistler zone.  This river is a great 2 day run 
that can be accomplished easily in a normal weekend, and though it doesn't have the hardest or the best whitewater in 
the area, the high mountain scenery is in a class of its own.  The trip can be extended by taking an extra half day to 
paddle over to the receding Clendinning Glacier where you can hike up, over and around the true source of the river. 
 
Flows on the Clendinning are easy to determine by using the Elaho gauge - the Clendinning is a major tributary of the 
Elaho.  The normal season is in late summer and early fall - it is too high for much of the summer and the put in lake likely 
remains iced over when it's still low enough in the spring.  60-70 cms on the Elaho is minimal - there will be a lot of rocks, 
particularly on the first day.  Optimal medium range flows are 80-150 cms.  High water trips have been run with minimal 
portaging but the difficulty increases accordingly - expect a class V trip as levels approach 200 cms - it is unreasonable 
much above this level.  This river tends to cause epics - don't underestimate it. 
 
Getting to the put in is as simple as driving to Whistler Air and getting on a float plane to Clendinning Lake.  Unfortunately 
a change of ownership at Whistler Air has not been friendly for kayakers wanting to fly in to the Clendinning with 
increased prices and less people/boats allowed aboard their planes.  Reports say that flying with Tyax Adventures 
currently presents the most affordable option (2014).  The shuttle to the take out is long, especially if you have to return to 
Whistler for vehicle recovery.  The take out is somewhere along the Elaho FSR, far up the Squamish and then the Elaho 
valley, where the road is close to the river.  The Clendinning/Elaho confluence is around the mile 60 marker - the road is 
far from the river at the confluence so you'll have to find a spot somewhere lower down to park your vehicles - there are 
several options.  It is at least 2 hours from the take out to Squamish. 
 
When you fly in, give yourself enough time to paddle over to the Clendinning Glacier to do some hiking.  There is nice 
camping on Clendinning Lake and the mountain scenery is great.  Out of the lake the river is small and manky until the 
first major tributary.  The whitewater ramps up slowly - you will eventually reach the first steep section that starts with a 
burly 6 foot ledge.  Run it or portage on the left and immediately go over to river right.  The next 100 meters is a manky 
boulder choker that can be snuck down the right side - a quick lift over the most choked out portion of the section gets you 
back on the water with almost no portaging.  Some groups have spent hours portaging this whole section. 
 
The whitewater continues for another few kilometers, eventually giving way to flatwater - this flatwater is the obvious spot 
to break for the night and there is ample good camping.  Giving yourself 3 to 5 hours should be more than enough time to 
get through day 1. 
 
Starting slowly, the whitewater on the second day is much better than the first.  Things are generally very continuous 
boulder rapids that build in difficulty until the river suddenly flattens out to easy busy water and finally flat water down to 



the confluence with the Elaho - expect 3 to 6 hours to get through day 2.  The volume doubles once you get on the Elaho 
and fast current will quickly bring you through the wide valley down to wherever you parked the cars and the inevitable 
bumpy drive back to civilization. 
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